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The current premises licence holder is Elm Grove Enterprises Ltd, the sole director of this 
company is Mr Steven Hudson. 

Mr Hudson is also currently in place as the designated premises supervisor (DPS) 
following an application on 24 January 2024 to vary the DPS on the premises licence from 
the previous manager, Mr Fabio Mazzoni.  This type of application permits the proposed 
DPS to have immediate effect pending any objections from the Chief Officer of Police 
which would result in the Licensing Sub-Committee determining the application. 

The Police have submitted an objection to the variation of DPS application in respect of Mr 
Hudson and this will be subject to consideration and determination by the Licensing Sub-
Committee under separate hearing procedures. 

An application to vary the premises licence was made in August 2023 following a 
compliance visit to the premises where it was established that the layout of the premises 
did not accord with the deposited plan with the Licensing Authority.  Works had been 
undertaken to the premises without licensing approval.  The application prompted a 
number of objections from local residents which led to a licensing sub-committee meeting 
on 9 October 2003.  After careful consideration of the facts before them, the Licensing 
Sub-committee determined to grant the application, in part, and made modifications to the 
licence in relation to the use of the premises for restaurant purposes. 

A copy of this decision and the associated reasons is attached as Appendix A. 

The Licensing Authority has had cause to undertake a number of compliance visits to 
these premises and a summary of those visits, in chronological order, is set out below: 

Date: 8 September 2023 Time: 21:00 hours 
Comments: 
Visit made to the premises following receipt of a complaint/service request. 
The premises was open with 2 SIA staff on duty outside and a rope barrier on the 
highway which obstructed the footpath at the junction of Elm Grove and St Peters 
Grove. 
The designated premises supervisor at the time was identified as Sam Wellington who 
was present at the premises.  An officer undertook a review of the licence requirements 
with the DPS. 
The ground and basement areas of the premises were checked and it was observed that 
a resident DJ was on site. 
Fire exits were clear. 
The kitchen area had some food provision (skewered kebabs) but "not much more". 
The officer reported that the emphasis was more of a "bar environment" than a food led 
outlet. 
Security provided at the premises was now being undertaken by Taurus and not 
Vespasian and the area manager of the security company arrived at the time of the visit. 
A floor walker was observed inside the premises with radio contact with the DPS and 
SIA staff. 
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The owner of the premises, Mr Steven Hudson arrived at the premises and advised that 
he had seen officers in attendance via the CCTV he was able to view on his mobile 
phone. 
Mr Hudson advised that he was the leaseholder of the premises which also had an Air 
B&B business at first floor level. 
Photographs were taken at the time of the visit and are attached as Appendix B. 
Date: 29 September 2023 Time: 23:08 hours 
Comments: 
Further visit to the premises for compliance purposes having regard to ongoing 
complaints from local residents. 
3 SIA staff were on duty outside of the premises and the security company has reverted 
back to Vespasian.  Door supervisor SIA licence checks undertaken and all satisfactory. 
The DPS, Sam, was on duty and accompanied the officer on a walk round of the 
premises.  The officer reported very loud DJ led music being played with about 25 
persons in the premises with 8 persons located at the bar area.  Lower basement bar 
was in use.  The officer noted that the patrons were of a very young age. 
Whilst at the premises, one male was ejected from the premises for "mooning" and was 
arguing with staff outside. 
A small group of people were seen to be standing outside the premises. 
The officer was of the view that the premises were operating as a late night bar. 
Compliant licence check visit. 
Date: 27 October 2023 Time: 22:42 hours 
Comments: 
Officers carried observations of the premises from a parked position at the top of St 
Peter's Grove.  Premises were observed to be open and 3 SIA staff seen outside. 
The officer reports a constant huddle of males/females (one worse for wear and 
stumbling) around the pavement area of St Peter's Grove.  It appeared that persons 
were either smoking and/or waiting for transport.  No barriers were evident outside the 
premises. 
The officer again reported a very young demographic of clientele. 
Date: 3 November 2023 Time: 22:12 
Comments: 
Premises was open and appeared to be busy with a private Halloween party taking 
place.  Entry to the premises was by invitation only.  3 Vespasian door staff working and 
using "clickers" to limit capacity to 150 persons only. 
Group of young females sitting on the pavement in St Peters Grove.  The main entrance 
to the premises were closed but loud music was evident coming from the premises when 
the door was used for access and egress. 
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Date: 22 December 2023 Time: 22:24 
Visit to premises to deliver licence and summary to the premises following the 
amendment of the premises licence by way of a new DPS, Mr Fabio Mazzoni.  
2 SIA door staff from Vespasian were on duty outside the premises and persons were 
observed to be standing outside the premises smoking. 
Officers report that the premises was very very busy and when enquiries were made as 
to the nature of event being hosted that evening, they were advised that it was a "private 
party" company booking.  Officers spoke with males outside of the premises, who were 
wearing red wristbands, and they confirmed they worked for the named company. 
153 persons were present within the premises.  Whilst officers were in attendance, a 
notice was then placed on the front door of the premises to say that a private party was 
taking place. 
This notice was not on display when officers first arrived. 
Officers report that the premises was very very busy with vertical drinking, bar area 
crowded and a table of "left-over" or currently available buffet style food was observed 
by the front window. 
Officers report that there was no evidence of 85 table covers being available whatsoever 
along with no substantial food.  No table mat placings, condiments, cutlery, chef or 
waiting staff for food sales apparent. 
A DJ and guitarist were present and very loud music was being played. 
An officer visited the kitchen and reported that there was limited provision of foodstuff 
available. 
A further small table of food (much of it having been consumed) was observed at lower 
ground floor level. 
The officers provided the licence and summary to the DPS (Fabio) and they expressed 
concern about food availability. 
They were of the view that the premises were being operated as a vertical drinking 
establishment/club and not a restaurant. 
Officers observed a male vomiting outside the main entrance who then walked around 
the side of the premises into St Peters Grove.  Another male was seen falling down a 
small flight of stairs whilst inside the premises who appeared unsteady and in drink and 
another male who was seated and who appeared to either have "wet himself" or spilt 
drink over his groin area. 

Pending investigations: 
Following the visit to the premises on 22 December 2023, officers are actively 
investigating breaches of the premises licence conditions (which is an offence under 
section 136 of the Licensing Act) relating to: 

• Non-compliance with the requirement of 85 covers at the premises; 

• Provision of substantial food; and 

• Failure to both keep and provide CCTV as requested by licensing authority 
officers. 
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